CIVILIZATION    AND    DISEASE

In spite of the development of rational medicine, religious and
even magical medicine never died. All the elements of primitive
medicine have survived the centuries and millennia to our very
days. At all times the three systems could be found side by side,
sometimes in peaceful competition, sometimes in open conflict
When the dominating philosophy was rational, science flourished
and religious medicine was in die background, to satisfy the mysti-
cal desires of a minority and serve as a last refuge for patients for
whom scientific medicine had failed. Magic in such periods was
relegated to the uneducated and "unenlightened" elements of the
population, living in peasant superstitions and in accepted customs
and habits the original meaning of which had been forgotten. In
many countries people still carefully observe lucky and unlucky
signs without knowing that the interpretation of omina was once
a highly developed science.

When a mystical philosophy prevails, as in times of great physi-
cal or social catastrophes, religious and magical medicine come
to the fore. Fear obliterates reason. People revert to primitivism
and endeavor to ward off by magical means the evils that are
threatening them.

While Greek physicians and philosophers pondered over the
nature of disease, there were many people who interpreted illness
in religious terms and sought healing in temples. Evil was sent
by the gods, and so was disease. The darts of Apollo brought pesti-
lence, the snake-haired Furies punished crime and induced raving
madness. The glance at Medusa paralyzed, and her picture was
worn as an amulet to protect a person from the evil eye.

All ancient gods had the power of healing. Zeus was worshiped
as Zeus Soter, and in Rhodes as Zeus Paian. Hera appears as Hera
Sotira or Telexinia, in Rome as Juno Sospita. In Lemnos, the earth
upon which Hephaestus fell became the terra Lemnia sigillata
which was used as a remedy for snake bite and mania. Pallas
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